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France; nor do I know how this practice, which is justly
complained of as pernicious to our trade, and threatening
the ruin of our country, can be prevented but by a con-
stant and regular particularization of every cargo carried
to France.

I admit, sir, that some cargoes which are imported can-
not be particularly registered ; such is the gold with which
we are daily supplied by our commerce with the Portu-
guese, in opposition to their laws, and which our merchants
are, therefore, under the necessity of concealing.

It is not, indeed, easy to foresee all the inconveniencies
that may arise from new regulations of commerce; but the
difficulty is not so great as has been represented, nor can
I conceive why all our consultations on trade should be
without effect. Gentlemen may obtain some knowledge of
commerce from their own observation, which they may en-
large by an uncoufined and indifferent conversation with
traders of various classes, and by inquiries into the differ-
ent branches of commerce; inquiries, sir, which are gene-
rally neglected by those whose employments confine their
attention to particular parts of commerce, or whose appli-
cation to business hinders them from attending to any
opinions but those which their own personal experience
enables them to form.

From these informations impartially collected, and dili-
gently compared, a man not engaged in the profession of
a merchant may form general principles, and draw conse-
quences, more certain, .and more extensive in their rela-
tions, than those which are struck out only from the obser-
vation of one subdivided species of commerce.

A member of this house, sir, thus enlightened by in-
quiry, and whose judgment is not diverted from its natu-
ral rectitude by the impulse of any private consideration,
may judge of any commercial debate with less danger of
errour or partiality than the merchants, of whom, never-
theless, I have the highest esteem, and whose knowledge,
or probity, I do not intend to depreciate, when I declare
my fears that they may sometimes confound general
maxims of trade with the opinions of particular branches,